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DAILY BRIEF 

I. THE COMMUNIST BLOC 

II. ASIA-AFRICA 

Saudi Arabia. Although-the Saudi Government apparently 
is aware of current plotting among officers of the regular ' 

Saudi Army, there has been no sign of government action to 
suppress the threat; The-strength of the conspirators, .in the 
Taif area, is believed to be great enoughito seize control of 
that area. King Saud's reported intentionto visit Taif beginning 
10 August==Crown Prince Faysal is also expected-to be there-= 
could provide the plotters with anunusual opportunity to strike. 
Their tentative planning calls for sudden action to assassinate 
/key members of the royal family, followed by simultaneous 
seizures of control in Taif, Jidda. and Mecca, the three. key

é 
_ 

S.outh Africa Portugal: The South Africandefense minis-= 
ter fias*"s_uggest.edEthat Portugal and the Union of South Africa 

, 

‘ draw up joint plans to defend southern Africa from African in= 

¢ 
. cities inwestern Saudi Arabia. 

\ 

‘(Page 1)j 

\\\\ cursions from the north, 
\ \ 

\ \ssss 

/P The suggestionreflects growing'South African concern 
over the ability of white==controlled territories to ward off the 

" uth d d of Af ' ' a1‘ . P rt al h itat 
j so war sprea r;1can nation 

_ 
ism o ug may. es 

$5 to enter a formal alliance, since it is unwilling to associate it- 

itary discussions between the two countries might lead the Por- 
tuguese to step up their plansc-already being imp1emented=-=to 
reinforce their arrisons in Angola and Mozambique. 

(Page 2)

8 

self too closely with the Union's racial policies. However, mils

* 
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Ja an The Liberal-=Democrat1c party's victory in the guber-== 
natoria e ection in Gumma Prefecture near Tokyo on 27 July 
its third in succession since the May-June political CI‘1S1S Th 
Socialists who campaigned hard on the security treaty issue 
had not expected to W111 in this strongly conservative prefecture, 
but they have expressed disappointment over the wide margin of 
their defeat It seems apparent that in rural areas at least t 
electorate w1l1 not be 1mpressed by Socialist efforts to gain votes 
on the security treaty issue, since the conservative victory (about 

- -one) was almost unchanged from previous elections 
(Page 3) 

III THE WEST

4 

Venezuela = Dominican Republic Dominican dictator Tru]111o 
1S reported to have asserted within the ast fe d s that h h p w ay e as 
"sworn to kill President Betancourt and that his agents are 1n 
Caracas now to ca rrv out the actio 

//%/ 

Mr 

e Venezuelan Government 1S 
seriousl concerned with c nt D tt1 st y o inumg ommican p10. ng again 
Betancourt, who narrowly escaped death 1n the Dominican-backed 
assassination attempt of 24 June. Any further Dominican interven 
tionin Venezuelama possibility in View of Trujillo's hatred of 
Betancourt and increasingly irrational actions»-could touch off 
military action between the two countriesr 
(Page 4) ‘ ‘ 

Cuba: Foreign Minister Roa announced on 27 July the indef- 
inite postponement of the Conference of Underdeveloped Nations 
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America which Cuba had hoped to con= 
ven-e in Havana next September. His clarification of President 
Dorticos' similar but vaguer statement of 2 June was apparently 
necessitated by recent inquiries by Afro-=-Asian countries that had 

J) been in ited t th fe P st //////// 

‘fly 
' v‘ o e con renceq o ponement was attributed by 

/\9 Roa to the "reviva]. of the cold war"" lack of official international 
support was the primary reason. (Page 5) 

29 July 60 DAILY BRIEF 11 

%? 4 

r.

g 

sE@R



%

% 

CS NE 

0

_

m3 

LT

w 

EmT 

3“! 

m‘D

/ 

Tm 

/3 %0
/ E 

Hm 

Wmw 

mfi V_I
_ 

A /M/W%%%%%

)C6IpGmgH .1Md6 HmaI
_ 

.1
_

aV MW 

Tw
O

P VODM 
Tm

d /

%

% 

W

%

%

% 

W

O

% 

%

6 

h 

/% 

/

u

%

% 

m__AmE

M 

Hm“ 

M

613OC312026S8EG6VO%%%%%%W% 

%_

%



Approved for Release: 2020/03/13 C03160557 TUP~S€C.Ri s 

W ___, .__, 
I Military Plotting Against Saudi Monarchy - 

{The Saudi Government presumably is aware of current 
plotting among officers of the regular army, but it appears 
to be having difficulty in deciding what action to take to sup- 
press the threat. The conspirators may now have enough strength 
in the Taif area to seize control of that area. They reported- 
ly control the 900-man training group in Taif, which is one of 
the best units in the Saudi Army, and expect the support of other 
units. in the immediate area comprising some 1,300 to 1,500 men. 
They have in their possession considerable quantities of arms 
and ammunition provided for use in summer training exercises?) 

Lnitiation of resolute government countermeasures may also be impeded by mutual suspicion within the royal family itself. A group of influential "liberal" princes is pressing for immedi- 
ate changes in government policy, and the running quarrel be- 
tween King Saud and Prime Minister Crown Prince Faysal has 
not been resolved. Faysal,‘ still a sick man, has recently seemed 
particularly tense and is reportedly finding it difficult to conduct 
official business from Taif while the King remains in Riyadh.-3 

._z‘ 

{The King's reported intention to visit Taif beginning 10 
August, when Faysal and other senior princes are expected 
still to be there, could provide an unusual opportunity for the army plotters to strike if the government has not moved against them by that time. -Their tentative plans call for sudden action 
to assassinate leading members of the royal family, followed 
by seizure of control of Taif, Jidda, and Mecca--the three key 
cities in western Saudi Arabia. It is possible that the conspira- 
tors also have an elaborate plan to obtain arms from outside the 
country, should they secure control of Jidda or some other port. A UAR official in Syria is reported to be acting as middleman 
for an unnamed Saudi principal--certainly not the Saudi Govern- ment—-in attempting to negotiate the purchase in Eastern Europe 
of at least $1,000, 000 worth of military equipment for deliyery 
to Saudi Arabia by sea. 

\ \ 
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South African Minister Proposes Military Cooperation - 

lWi'th*Portugall ' ‘ ' 
Z 

. 

it 

. South African Defense Minister Fouché has suggested that 
Portugal and the Union of South Africa draw up-joint plans to 
defend southern Africa from African incursions from the north, 

\ \ 

Fouché proposed 
that he visit Portugal-epossibly in June 1961 after the recess of . 

the South African parliament--=to discuss plans for cooperation 
with Portuguese Defense Minister Botelho Moniz. Portugal's 
ambassador in Pretoria comments that events elsewhere in Afri- 
ca may lead the Union to request earlier discussions. 

Fouché-'s suggestion. reflects growing South African concern 
over the southward spread of African nationalism and over the 
ability of the white-controlled territories to ward it off. With 
the Congo and Tanganyika receiving self==government, officials 
in.the Union apparently are attempting to develop a "fortress 
southern Africa" in which South Africa, the Rhodesias, and the 
Portuguese territories would form a united front in. opposition 
to the further advance of the independent movement. 

Portugal may hesitate to enter a formal alliance with South 
A-frica. _Its ambassador in Pretoria has repeatedly expressed 
the view that Portugal should not become too closely associated 
with the Union. However, any compunctions in Lisbon about a 
military alliance with South Africa may lessen if the security 
situation along the Congo--Angola border should deteriorate. 

Portugal's concern over the northern borders of its African 
territory has recently increased. 

\ \ 

\ 

\grow.ing signs of alarm in Portu== 
guese military and civilian circles over the threat of incursions 
from newly independent African states. On 15 July the military 
commander in Luanda recommended that troops in battalion 
strength be sent to Angola to prevent a possible spill=over of 
'violence..from the Congo. These troops apparently would be in 
addition to the reinforcements being sent to augment the 20,000 
troops now in Angola and Mozambique. Talks with South African 
military officials might lead to a further augmentation of this 
program. 

\ \

- 
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Japanese Conservatives Register Third: Successive r 

Gubernatorial Victory ~ 
r 

'

- 

The Liberal-Democratic party's decisive victory in the - 

27 July gubernatorial election in Gumma Prefecture, 80 miles 
northwest of Tokyo, is its third in succession" since the May- 
June political crisis.. 

Although the Socialists had not expected to win in this 
strongly conservative prefecture, they have publicly expressed 
disappointment at the margin of their defeat--almost two-to- . 

one among 615,000 votes cast. After campaigning especially 
hard in this pr.efecture on the US-Japanese security treaty is- 
sue, bothfduring the nationwide united-front campaign earlier 
and in the election campaign itself, the Socialists polled fewer 
votes than in previous gubernatorial elections there. . 

The Socialist party-propaganda chief reportedly has stated 
that the results show that the treaty is not a profitable issue. 
In addition, however, it seems apparent that the Socialists‘ 
use of strong-arm tactics in the Diet prior to the lower-house 
vote on the security treaty, while excused by the large national 
dailies, has not received the support of a large portion of the 
electorate. Moreover, cooperation with the Communists. in the 
united-front movement and open acceptance of Communist party 
support in the Gumma election probably hurt the Socialists. 

.Neverthe.less, the results of the gubernatorial elections are 
not definitive indicators for general elections which are expected 
this fall or early in 1961..

\ 

b.s a consequence of these defeats, the Socialists intend 
to ‘switch their tactics and to concentrate on fears that the govern- 
ment's program to liberalize trade import controls will cause 
a drop in the price of domestic farm produce, jeopardize local 
industry, and seriously damage the national 

29 J“1Y 60 Q§|§r'<§/13 'f0r'?<1;1€;;éT‘2'E>Eb7o'?»,/1%‘ Ec'>:>',:1'e§5e'557 Page 3
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. Possible New Dominican Attempts to Assassinate 
Venezuelan President i 

‘ 

‘Dominican dictator 
Trujillo has asserted within the past few days that hexhas 
"sworn to kill" Vene.zuelan President Betancourt and has 
agentfi 

in Caracas now working ona plan to carry out the ac- 
tion., 

‘ 

‘the Venezuelan 
Government is concerned over a possible repetition of the 
Trujillo-instigated attempt on President Betancourt‘s life on 
24. June‘! ‘the Venezuelan

_ ambassa or in Madrid warned his government of possible assas- ' 

sination attempts set. for 26 June and during the period 20 to 25 
July. He also noted that Martin Parada, a key Venezuelan op- 
position leader, was meeting with other dissidents in exile who 
were organizing a Dominican-supported coup‘, She Venezuelan ambassador in Rome informed his govern- 
ment of a Dominican plot to infiltrate Europeans into Venezuela 

. to carry out.-subversive;action., He also noted that "a general ac- 
tion is probably antioipated for August." 

‘ 

‘the Venezuelan Minis- 
try of Interior and the‘ Venezuelan Consulate in Madrid, which 
refer to "Operation Cherry," suggest that the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment has penetrated a network of Dominican agents plotting 
against the Betancouzrt regime. 

~ Any further Dominican intervention in Venezuelan affairs <30‘-11d 
touch off militarv action between the two countries. 

Jvenezuela, which is awaiting an OAS for- 
eign ministers‘ mee" 1ng to consider its charges against the Domin- 
ican Republic, is attempting to acquire large numbers of jet air- 
craft "as soon as possible." 

‘ ‘ 
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Cuba -Postpones Und_erdeve10ped Nations Conference Indefinitely 

Foreign Minister Raul Roa announced on 27 July the indef- 
inite postponement of the Conference of Underdeveloped Nations 
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America which Cuba had hoped to 
convene in Havana next September. He blamed the "recent re- 
vival of the cold war," but the real reason for abandoning the 
conference, .a major objective of recent Cuban foreign policy, 
was lack of official interest outside Cuba. The rapid develop- 
ment of Cuban ties with the Sino-Soviet bloc since the project was 
proposed last December makes a Cuban- sponsored conference in- 
creasingly unattractive to many of the governments Cuba ‘had ap- 
proachedearlier this year. 

Roa's clarification of President Dorticos' statement on 2 June, 
also indicating that the conference would not be held, was appar- 
ently necessitated by recent. inquiries by Afro-Asian countries. 
[Earlier this month, l[ndian,Pakistani, and Iraqi officials had told 
American Embassy officers that their governments had heard 
nothing from Cuba on the proposed conference for some months] A Ceylonese Foreign Ministry official indicated on 4 July that his 
government might be influenced to send delegates if India does. 

The Castro regime continues to seek support from the Afro- 
Asian bloc, and the Cuban delegation at the next UN General As- 
sembly is likelyto seek to identify itself with-the spokesmen of 
"neutralism." Raul Castro is now on a "good-wi1l" visit _in Cairo 
with a large entourage. Press reports from Cairo state that Pres- 
ident Nasir is to visit Cuba next March, and that the UAR has de- 
cided to ship benzine to Cuba to help that country "face imperialist 
plots." -

- 

*iEcRsa'\ 
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